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COMMUNITY POOL RULES AND REGULATIONS
Pool Admission
1. Piney Orchard Community Association (POCA) requires all residents ages 5 and over to have a current Community Access Card.  Access Cards are not transferable and shall not be issued if there is a delinquency or deficiency in POCA Dues.  Pool privileges for all occupants shall be revoked if a homeowner becomes delinquent in POCA Dues.
2. All resident children 10 years and under must be accompanied and supervised by a parent, adult supervisor, or legal guardian who must be present at all times.

3. Resident children between the ages of 11 and 12 must be accompanied and supervised by a resident 16 years or older with a valid Access Card, who must be present at all times, unless there is a Parental Consent Form on file at the Management Office.  Once this form is provided, these resident children will have a special marking added to their Access Card.  This privilege will be revoked should the child be suspended from the pool or it is found that the contact information is not correct.
4. All persons must have their Community Access Card scanned by and/or collected by the lifeguards or gate attendant on duty to enter pools whether person is swimming or not.
5. Swim attire is to be appropriate for a FAMILY community pool.  No street clothes, i.e., shorts and cutoffs, or thong style swimsuits will be allowed in pools.
6. Any person using the pools at times other than regular established pool hours will be banned from any further use of the pools for the remainder of the season and charged with trespassing. 
Guest Policy
1. Each household will be limited to five (5) guests per day.  Each guest, two (2) years and older must have a guest pass for entry into the pool.
2. Resident children between ages 13 through 16 may bring one (1) guest 13 years or older to the pool providing the residents parents’ or legal guardian have signed a Parental Consent Form.  Once this form is provided, the resident child’s Access Card will have a special marking.  This privilege will be revoked should the child be suspended from the pool or it is found that the contact information is not correct.

3. Guest passes will be filled out in its entirety and collected upon entry into the pool.  In the event of pool closure, the guest pass will be returned to the guests who have been at the pool less than two (2) hours.
4. Guests must be accompanied by a resident at all times.  When the resident leaves the pool, the guest must also leave.

5. Residents will be held responsible for all actions of their guests.  The cost of any property damage caused by a guest will be the responsibility of the resident.

Pool Management
1. The lifeguard must be on duty and the pool officially open before any swimmer is allowed in the water. 
2. Only authorized personnel are permitted in the Pool Office, Filter Equipment Rooms, on Guard Stands, or behind the Pool House Desk.
3. Emergency equipment and other lifeguard equipment are for use only by the Pool Management Staff and lifeguards.

4. If at the lifeguard’s discretion, a pool is too crowded, no additional people will be admitted until space is available.

5. The lifeguard and/or gate attendant are responsible for the strict enforcement of all rules and/or regulations.  He/she has the authority to discipline and or eject any resident or guest from the pool facilities for violations of rules or if their actions constitute a hazard to others.

6. The Pool Manager, Assistant Manager, and lifeguards (Pool Management) may clear the pool at any time. At the signal to clear the pool, all bathers and swimmers will leave the pool immediately and remain out of the pool until permission to return is given by the Pool Management. 
7. A lost and found will be maintained in the Pool Manager’s office.  Any item not claimed within fifteen (15) days will be discarded. 
Discipline/Suspension
Any violation of these Pool Rules and Regulations will result in the following disciplinary actions:

1. Minor Violations (as determined by the sole discretion of Pool Management ):

- First violation: Verbal warning.

- Second violation: Sit on the deck for ten (10) minutes and notice to patron of potential suspension for the day.

- Third violation: Suspension for the day.

2. Major Violations: Pool Management shall have the absolute discretion and authority to suspend immediately the pool privileges of any member or guest for any of the following reasons all of which shall be considered major violations subject to review only by the POCA Board of Directors (BOD).

i. Unsupervised attendance by any child age 10 and under - the Parent/Adult Supervisor/Legal Guardian will be contacted to pick up the child
ii. Nudity (except when it is in conjunction with the use of the locker room facility)
iii. Lewd, obscene, indecent, improper or indecorous behavior and language
iv. Harassing lifeguards
v. Fighting

vi. Intoxication
vii. Possession of illegal drugs
viii. Possession of alcohol 

ix. Vandalism
In addition, immediate suspension without a hearing may be imposed for up to three (3) days.  A written incident report on all suspensions, containing the reasons therefore, will be submitted to the POCA Pool Committee (“Pool Committee”). The Pool Committee may vacate such suspension. The Pool Committee may increase any suspension on the recommendation of the Pool Manager or Community Manager, which may include up to expulsion for the remainder of the pool season.  Additionally, any child under the age of eighteen (18) who receives three (3) or more violations that result in suspension/expulsion from the pool must appear, along with their parent(s)/legal guardian(s), before the POCA Board of Directors at a regular Board Meeting to discuss the disciplinary action taken.

General
1. Smoking is prohibited inside the pool area, pool house, community center/locker rooms, or near pool house entrances.

2. Alcoholic beverages of any kind are prohibited on pool property.
3. Marijuana or any other illegal drugs are prohibited on pool property.

4. Persons under the influence of alcohol or drugs are prohibited from the pool and areas surrounding the pool.
5. No food or drinks are allowed within three (3) feet of the pool or in the pool.

6. Chewing gum is prohibited on pool property.

7. All trash must be disposed of in trash containers or recycle bins.

8. Bikes, scooters, skateboards, and wheeled shoes (heelies) may not be ridden inside the pool house or pool area." 
9. Pets, other than service animals, are prohibited on pool property.

10. All glass containers are prohibited on pool property.
11. Radios or stereos are prohibited within the pool areas unless being used with headphones. 
12. Abrasive/profane language will not be tolerated.  There will be a zero tolerance policy regarding profane language, the use of which will result in immediate ejection from the pool by Management.
13. Chaise lounge type chairs are prohibited beyond the gates into the wading pool areas.
14. Adult Swim will be called every hour on the hour for 15 minutes at all outdoor pools.  Persons 18 years of age and older may utilize the pool at this time.  Children under the age of two (2) are permitted in the pools with an adult. Children over six (6) years are not permitted in the wading pool during the adult swim.

15. Cellular phone, phone camera, camera, and video camera use is strictly prohibited in all locker, shower, and changing areas.  Anyone found to be in violation of this policy will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law and banned from the facilities.  This policy may require the staff to question any patron at the facility who is violating this policy. 

16. The pools may be closed at any time due to mechanical breakdown, operational difficulties, special events or other appropriate circumstances.  The decision is at the sole discretion of Pool Management or the POCA BOD. 
17. Any strollers in the pool area MUST be kept in a locked position and are permitted at the discretion of the Pool Management.

18. Personal grills and open fires are not permitted on pool property.
Safety

1. Diving (head first entry) into the pools is prohibited during general recreational swim periods.  Exceptions may be permitted in supervised, competitive and instructional programs under controlled conditions. 

2. For safety purposes, only Personal Flotation Devices (PFD’s), approved by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) are allowed and MUST be properly fitted.
a. If a child uses a PDF, a parent/adult supervisor/guardian must be within three (3) feet of the child in the water at all times.

b. Water wings and non-USCG approved PDF’s are not permitted.
3. Parents must accompany children under the age of six (6) years old in the bathroom/locker room area.
4. Running, pushing, towel snapping, wrestling, ball playing, or fighting in and around pool areas is strictly prohibited.
5. Playing, swinging, sliding, or sitting on ladders is prohibited.
6. Jumping from the lifeguard stands or chairs is prohibited.

7. Prolonged underwater swimming, breath-holding games or games including such behavior is prohibited.

8. Any person in the deeper area of the pool giving the lifeguard reason to believe that he/she does not know how to swim may be asked to remove themselves from that area of the pool so as not to be a risk to themselves or others.
9. The use of kickboards, inflatable mats less than three (3) feet in length, and water toys will be permitted in the pool or pool areas at the discretion of the lifeguards. 
10. Metal toys or objects are prohibited in the pool.
11. Periodically, lanes will be roped off for those persons wishing to swim lengths undisturbed.  Persons not swimming lengths should remain in other pool areas.
Health Safety
1. All persons shall shower before entering the pool.
2. Infants/children who are not toilet trained and adults who are incontinent who wish to enter any pool must wear a clean diaper or disposable swim diaper covered by separate rubber/vinyl pants, all of which must fit snugly around the legs and waist.  If the diaper becomes soiled, this person must leave the pool immediately and may not return until he/she has taken or been given a soap shower and has recovered a new diaper with clean rubber/vinyl pants.
3. Children should be encouraged to use the restroom before entering the water.  Immediately report any accidents you observe in the pool to the Pool Management.
4. Persons may not enter the water if they are experiencing or recovering from diarrhea or have had any signs or symptoms of a gastrointestinal (stomach) disease in the past seven days.
5. Persons suffering communicable illnesses, skin diseases, fungus infections, sore or inflamed eyes, excessive sunburn, open blisters, open wounds, bandages, nasal or ear discharge, eye, ear, throat infections are prohibited from using the pool. 
6. Blowing of noses or expectorating in the pool is prohibited.
7. All injuries, however slight, must be reported to the Pool Management.

8. Non-qualified swimmers, regardless of age, will not be permitted in deep water.
9. Spitting of water and similar unhygienic actions will not be permitted in the pool area.
Sanitation

Defecating and vomiting in the pool not only creates unsanitary conditions, but health regulations require that the pool water be decontaminated.  As a result, the pool may be closed up to 24 hours while the water is cleansed through water filters. 

Penalties for defecation or vomiting incidents may include:

1. Violators may be fined up the $150.00 dollars per incident. 

2. Entry to the pool for the affected family may be denied until any/all fines are paid. 

3. Repeated violations could result in termination of privileges.

Note:  Residents are responsible for the actions of their guests and family members.

Swim Test

1. All residents 12 years old and younger are required to take a swim test annually in order to swim in the four (4) to five (5) foot section of the pool by themselves.  Those who pass the test will be given a bracelet which must be worn at all times while swimming in any depth of water and returned upon leaving the pool.

2. Non-swimmers (persons under 12 years of age who do not pass the swim test) are only permitted to be in the water up to five (5) feet deep with the use of a swimming aid and MUST be within arms reach of an adult at all times. 

3. The swim test is administered by a Pool Manager on duty and consists of swimming one lap the length of the longest wall of the pool and treading water for one minute.  Swim tests are administered during adult swim only.   Upon passing the swim test a resident child will receive a marking on his/her Access Card.
Pool Closing and Inclement weather

1. The pool area may be closed at the discretion of the Pool Management in case of thunder, lightning, rain, operational breakdown or Anne Arundel County Health Department concerns.

2. At the sound of thunder, everyone must exit the pool water for 30 minutes.  From the last sound of thunder, the pool will remain closed for at least 30 minutes.

3. At the sight of lightning, everyone must leave the pool area, including the deck, immediately for one (1) hour after the last sighting.
Wading Pool
1. Use of the wading pool shall be limited to children six (6) years of age and under.  Children using the wading pool must be accompanied by a parent or guardian who must remain in the wading pool and supervise the child at all times.
2. Lifeguards will not be assigned to supervise or guard the wading pool.

3. The gate to the wading pool area must be kept closed at all times. 
Liability

1. All persons using the pools or pool areas do so at their own risk.  POCA, Management or their agents do not assume responsibility for any accident or injury in connection with such use.

2. Homeowners/Residents will be responsible for the actions of themselves, their children and guests.  The cost of any property damage due to their misbehavior is payable in full by the responsible party.

3. Any valuables brought to the pool facility shall be at the member's or guest's own risk. POCA shall not be responsible for loss or damages to personal property, including but not limited to bicycles and automobiles on POCA property. 
All injuries occurring on the premises must be reported immediately to the Pool Management.

Suggestions and/or complaints must be made in writing to the POCA Pool Committee.
POCA, Management and their agents reserve the right to change the rules and regulations without prior notice.
PARENTAL CONSENT FORM
Parent/Legal Guardian

Name:___________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________
I/We give my/our permission for my son/daughter ___________________________, whose date of birth
                                                                                           (child’s name)

birth is ______________ and who is now _____ years old, to swim at the Piney Orchard Community pools without an adult escort.

In the event of emergency, I/we can be contacted at:

	Home Phone Numbers
	Work Phone Numbers
	Cell Phone Numbers

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. I/We understand that my/our child must follow all pool rules and all instruction from the lifeguards and pool managers.  I/We also understand that this privilege may be revoked should my/our child be involved in conduct or discipline problems at the pool.  In the event of any problem where the child is dismissed from the pool facility by the pool management staff, I/we or a responsible adult authorized by me/us will be notified to pick up the child from the pool facility immediately.  I/We understand the I/we must appear before the POCA Board of Directors for a hearing before the child’s pool privileges will be considered for reinstatement.

Also, I/We acknowledge and agree to the following:


a.  All Pool Rules.

b. Unless caused by the gross negligence or intentional act or omission of POCA, its officers, employees or agents, I/We shall be fully liable for, and accept full responsibility for any and all injury suffered by my child and their guest, if any, while utilizing the community pools.  Except as set forth herein, I/We further indemnify, hold harmless and agree to defend, protect and save POCA, its officers, employees, or agents from any and all damages, including consequential and incidental damages, causes of actions, claims or obligations of any nature and description, arising out of or related to any acts, omissions or negligence on the part of my child and their guest, if any, or any injury resulting thereto:
Child’s Signature:______________________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signatures:____________________________________
Date:______________________ 
Piney Orchard Community Association

2400 Stream Valley Drive, Odenton, MD  21113 

Tel:  410.672.4273 Fax: 410.519.3269
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