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Officer of Merit Award Presentations – March 10, 2010   The next meeting of the Western District Police-Community Relations Council will be on Wednesday, March 10, 2010, in the meeting room at the Western District Station, starting at 7:30 p.m. At the meeting, we will be recognizing three detectives and two officers with our annual Officer of Merit Awards for 2009. We will also present a special recognition of the Western District Reserve Officers, nine volunteers who together provided 5,549 hours of service during 2009. Here are the recipients:

Detective Norval Cooper   On December 21, 2009, Western District officers responded to the intersection of Red Clay Road and Maryland Route 198, where they found a male subject lying in the roadway with apparent stab wounds. He was taken to a hospital, where he later died, and Detective Cooper was assigned as the lead detective on the case.


With no direct witnesses and little physical evidence, Detective Cooper analyzed what evidence he had and through investigative means was able to develop a female suspect. In the following days, Detective Cooper subpoenaed records that strengthened his case and enabled him to obtain a search and seizure warrant for the suspect’s Maryland City residence. The warrant was served with the assistance of Western District officers, resulting in an abundance of evidence placing the suspect at the scene of the homicide. Additionally, evidence of a major PCP distribution ring was also recovered. The main suspect and a second female were taken in for interrogation. Detective Cooper then formulated a plan of action, using the strengths of several of his colleagues in the Homicide Unit. Through these interrogation techniques, confessions were obtained from both individuals regarding both the homicide and the drug activities.


The tenacity, investigative skills and team ethic displayed by Detective Cooper throughout this investigation is a credit not only to the type of investigator he is, but also a credit to his unit and the Anne Arundel County Police Department.
Detective Christopher Connor   During 2009, Detective Connor has shown exceptional investigative abilities, strong leadership abilities and an outstanding work ethic, conducting excellent investigations and assisting others with complicated investigations, search warrants and interrogations without hesitation.


On June 17, 2009, after a customer at the Wachovia Bank in Crofton reported that he had been robbed by two men at the bank’s entrance, numerous officers responded, including Detective Connor and Detective Donald Hepler. They spotted the suspects’ vehicle on Route 175 and followed it onto westbound Route 32, where the suspects weaved in and out of traffic until they left the road and crashed into trees. Detective Connor then performed life-saving measures on the seriously injured driver until medical aid arrived, possibly saving the man’s life. The suspects were arrested and the stolen money recovered.


On December 30, 2009, two armed men robbed the BB&T Bank in Crofton and fled. Detectives Connor and Hepler, again riding as a team, located the vehicle going south on Route 3 and initiated a pursuit. In the Upper Marlboro area of Prince George’s County, the suspects crashed their vehicle and fled into a wooded area, where they were apprehended after a foot pursuit by officers from several police departments.  The stolen money and a handgun were recovered.

Detective Donald Hepler   Detective Hepler performs administrative duties at Western District, maintaining the building, property and vehicle inventory. He has an excellent work ethic, creating a positive influence in the district and acting as a mentor to younger officers. He does not hesitate to respond to any call to assist his fellow officers.


On June 17, 2009, after a customer at the Wachovia Bank in Crofton reported that he had been robbed by two men at the bank’s entrance, numerous officers responded, including Detective Hepler and Detective Christopher Connor. They spotted the suspect’s vehicle on Route 175 and followed it onto westbound Route 32, where the suspects weaved in and out of traffic until they left the road and crashed into trees. The suspects were arrested and the stolen money recovered.


On December 30, 2009, two armed men robbed the BB&T Bank in Crofton and fled. Detectives Hepler and Conner, again riding as a team, located the vehicle going south on Route 3 and initiated a pursuit. In the Upper Marlboro area of Prince George’s County, the suspects crashed their vehicle and fled into a wooded area, where they were apprehended after a foot pursuit by officers from several police departments.  The stolen money and a handgun were recovered.
PFC Scott Wolford   PFC Wolford has been with Western District since May 2008, bringing with him extensive experience and training in accident reconstruction, along with dedication, a proactive attitude and creative problem solving techniques. During 2009, he made 83 arrests and 655 traffic stops, many of which resulted in detecting additional criminal activity.


During June 2009, PFC Wolford responded to a violent domestic incident, during which a male suspect had threatened to kill a female and her family members, then fled armed with a handgun. PFC Wolford worked diligently for several days, while maintaining contact with the victim and providing her assistance in obtaining shelter care and counseling. Through his efforts, the suspect was located and arrested without harm coming to anyone. During September 2009, after a male had used a syringe and a claim that he had AIDS to threaten loss prevention personnel and steal several items at Wal-Mart,  PFC Wolford identified the suspect and his address within an hour. At the address, the escape vehicle was located and the suspect was apprehended after he refused to answer the door and entry was made. Two females with the suspect were arrested on separate charges.


These are but two examples of the dedication, thoroughness and diligence PFC Wolford had demonstrated on behalf of the citizens of Western District.
Officer Alex Swartz   In the early hours of May 3, 2009, Officer Swartz and others responded to a Crofton address for a report of a suicidal male. Upon arrival, it was learned that the individual had stopped taking his medications and had barricaded himself in a downstairs bathroom with a loaded rifle. He had sent a text message to a friend apologizing for killing himself and had left several letters detailing how he wanted his funeral and how he wanted his belongings handled after his death.


After listening to his mother talk to the individual through the closed door to obtain a sense of the subject’s state of mind, Officer Swartz had her leave and began speaking to the son in a calm and caring manner. Although he heard the individual manipulating the gun, Officer Swartz remained calm and maintained the rapport he had developed. The dialogue continued even after a hostage negotiations team and special operations personnel arrived and after nearly two hours, Officer Swartz convinced the son to leave the bathroom without incident.  The loaded rifle was recovered in the bathroom.


Officer Swartz then continued his compassion for the young man, asking to transport the youth to Anne Arundel Medical Center, where he was admitted for observation and treatment.
Western District Reserve Officers   During 2009, these nine volunteers provided 5,549 hours of service to the police and citizens of Western District, handling funerals, public events, assisting officers at road closures and checkpoints during all kinds of weather, public fingerprinting, all on their own time and at their own expense. Here are some numbers for 2009:

· Over 660 fingerprints for citizens.

· 1,140 parking citations

· 150 handicapped parking violation citations

· Tagged 180 abandoned or improperly parked vehicles

· Halloween and Holiday Patrols

· Five day detail at Anne Arundel County Fair

· Identified and tickets 34 illegally park boats and trailers

· Assisted at DWI checkpoints, road closures and detours.
Please join us on March 10th, at 7:30 and help us recognize the valuable services

These police personnel.

Following the Presentations – Internet Security  After the presentations, in a program postponed from the cancelled February meeting, Detective Christopher Conner will provide valuable information on Internet security. He’ll discuss measures we should all take when on the Internet, what we should be alert for, and what to do with when you encounter it.

Future Meetings


Wednesday, April 14, 2010: Corporal Brian Smith with discuss traffic and noise issues.


Wednesday, May 12, 2010:  Sheriff Ron Bateman will discuss his office, its duties, and his imaginative projects to round up fugitives wanted of warrants; e.g., Flowers by Ron.


Wednesday, June 9, 2010: An open forum with the District Commander to discuss police programs and community problems and concerns. We will probably have a representative of BGE’s Community Relations Department to discuss the company’s community outreach program.

Some Final Words  If you have not yet done so, please renew your membership to 2010. A copy of the renewal form is included with this newsletter for those who have not yet renewed or initiated membership. We would like to keep our membership and mailing list accurate.

Dave Daughters

President

410-672-5703

dldaugh@aol.com
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